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Rostechnadzor’s Actions Due to COVID-19
Monitoring the safety at the nuclear facilities amid the spread of the new coronavirus infection COVID-19 is one of the main priorities of Rostechnadzor in 2020. In response to the new threat, Rostechnadzor has been taking both proactive measures and actions to fulfill a number of instructions from the Government of the Russian Federation to ensure control over the safe operation of the facilities in the context of implementing measures to prevent the spread of the new coronavirus infection in the Russian Federation since March 2020. To this end, Rostechnadzor has issued a number of instructions to its territorial bodies.
Following these instructions, the interregional territorial departments for supervision of nuclear and radiation safety must:
carry out monitoring as part of the permanent state supervision regime, checking the fulfillment of mandatory requirements in the field of industrial safety and safety in the use of atomic energy at the nuclear facilities, as well as monitoring the implementation by the supervised organizations of the temporary recommendations for ensuring the security of critical facilities in the context of the spread of coronavirus infection COVID-19, developed by the Russian Ministry for Emergencies - EMERCOM (hereinafter referred to as Temporary Recommendations);
analyze the implementation of the Temporary Recommendations by examining self-assessment sheets of the organizations (completed lists of standard questions about the implementation of the Temporary Recommendations prepared by Rostechnadzor and sent by the territorial bodies of Rostechnadzor); and
assess the safety of the nuclear facilities in the context of measures taken to combat COVID-19 at the relevant facilities.
From April to October 2020 (see summary statistics in Table 1 below), the interregional territorial departments for supervision of nuclear and radiation safety carried out about 1,730 control actions as part of the permanent state supervision regime. The results show that the supervised organizations fully complied with the Temporary Recommendations in 84% of cases.
The self-assessment sheets for the implementation of the Temporary Recommendations (completed lists of standard questions) were provided by 58 organizations (the most significant nuclear and radiation facilities). The supervised organizations confirmed the implementation of all provisions of the Temporary Recommendations in 71% of cases.
Analysis of the reports shows that, in general, the supervised organizations do not comply with the points of the Temporary Recommendations that do not take into account the specifics of their activities, the type and size of industrial sites, and the existing practice of taking actions to ensure the safety of workers in the context of the spread of the new coronavirus infection COVID-19.
The total number of recorded cases of COVID-19 infection from April to October at the nuclear facilities is about 4,100 people.

From August 10 to October 23, 2020, the number of new COVID-19 cases, against the background of the general sanitary and epidemiological situation, increased.
At the same time, Rostechnadzor did not find that the implementation of the nuclear and radiation safety requirements at the supervised facilities due to COVID-19 was at risk.
In addition, Rostechnadzor resumed scheduled and unscheduled inspections at the most potentially dangerous nuclear facilities. At the same time, the inspectors take into account the quarantine measures taken by the facilities when they access such nuclear facilities. As a rule, they do so only after the demonstration of a negative COVID-19 test result.
Also, Rostechnadzor has taken internal organizational measures aimed at ensuring the safety of Rostechnadzor employees (for example, the introduction of a remote work mode for some of the employees, regular temperature measurement, active use of contactless methods of interaction, such as electronic document management, video communication systems for meetings, and others).
Rostechnadzor continues to monitor the situation at the nuclear facilities and ensure the sustainability of its functioning and the continuity and efficiency of the safety supervision of the nuclear facilities.
Table 1. Summary data for nuclear facilities from April to October 2020.
	Control actions under permanent state supervision

	1,730

	Implementation of temporary recommendations, %
	84

	Number of organizations that submitted self-assessment sheets for implementation of Temporary Recommendations
	58

	Supervised organizations that confirmed compliance with all provisions of Temporary Recommendations,%
	71

	Total number of recorded COVID-19 cases from April to October at nuclear facilities
	4,100


